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3 Q March 1955 


FROM 


: The Ambassador 
: Special Assistant 


SUBJECT: DIEM Battle Plan against Binh Xuyen Forces in Saigon/Cholon 

25x1 X 

1. The information that follows was received from ■ at 1500 hours 

on 30 March. It was passed to me with th^pecffi^mderstanding that it 
would go no further than the Ambassador 25X1 A 

2. DIEM is not taking any counteraction against tte Binh Juyenforces 
pending the result of the negotiations between Oeneral ELY and BAT VfhN on 
DIEM'a behalf. However, DIEM has made his decision that he will not delay 
moving against the Binh luyen very long* 

3. The VHA battle plan is being directed on the strategic level from 
the ^eiScIr^techica ievellt i. beleg^f 

of the First Military Region. T he General Staff of the 
are not privy to the plan* * -r- L| 

U. Reinforcements drawn from the ten reserve battalions in the outskirts 

3 f the city have been ordered to move. They should arrive in the center of the 
ity by the evening of 30 March. 

9. Briefly, DIEM’s battle plan calls for parallel action 
he Surete Headquarters on rue Catinat and the X Bridge area, 
hopes to take the Surete Headquarters before certain valuable documents are 
destroyed by Binh Xuyen personnel, and the T Bridge before that » _ OTO 

destroyed. Troops for these two actions are already in place and ready to mo . 

6. The Binh Xuyen OB picture rema in s the same. Binh luyen forces have no 
armor nor artillery. Their weapons include approximately forty 6Qro and 81mm 
mortars, a few HH3s and- UOs, and an abundant number of automatic rifles and 
automatic pistols. Their ammunition supply is sufficient for a short fight 
but quite inadequate for a sustained fight with VNA forces. In this connection, 
the VNA has cut all supply routes so that the Binh Xuyen cannot receive any 
support from other quarters except through clandestine reepurees. 

7. Vlhen DIEM has decided on zero hour# ^|wiU to^diately inform me, 
if he can. 25X1X 25X1A 
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